
 
 

NEWSLETTER  
July - September, 2020 

 
FROM THE SUPERVISOR Tom Hooker 

It has been a very different spring, but the township is now 
open. Stop by and meet our new Assessor Tim Baker and 
Deputy Assessor Jay Kwaikowski since the retirement of 41 
yr. veteran Craig DeYoung. The township is back to pretty 
much normal. Parks are open and the Recreation Center is 
opening gradually with outdoor programs. Follow us on our 
newly updated website Byrontownship.org. 

• Farmers Market every Saturday from 8am-1pm in 
Bicentennial Park behind Township Hall.  

• Sounds of Summer Concert series – Cutler Park, 
Thursdays in July, 7pm. Bring a lawn chair. Concerts are 
July 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30. 

• Byron Days Festival is cancelled, but a pop-up carnival 
will be at the township the last weekend in July in 
connection with the Farm Market. Watch for advertising. 

• Library is opening to book pick-up; watch the KDL 
website for opening and specials. 

• Reserve township park pavilions by calling 878-1998 at 
the Rec. Center – follow their website. Douglas Walker is 
a Kent County Park reserved by calling 632-7275. 

• As you celebrate the 4th of July, remember our vets with 
PTSD, parents with small children and your neighbors 
when celebrating. 

• Fall landfill passes will be available at the township for 
residents. Use in July or October -one per household. 

• As call volume has increased, our fire department has 
ended birthday drive-bys as have other departments. 

FROM THE CLERK Peggy Sattler 

With each election comes new information on what happens 
when you fill out your ballot. This next election on August 4, 
2020 is considered a Primary Election because it narrows 
down the field of candidates for the November 3 Election. It’s 
important to understand that when you complete this ballot, 
you must stay with the party that you select at the beginning 
of the ballot. You cannot crossover to the other party at all or 
your ballot will not count. If you vote Absentee, then you will 
not have the opportunity to spoil your ballot and complete 
another one so please read the instructions included with 
your ballot VERY carefully. As has been stated before, if you 
have not registered to vote yet, please do so as soon as 
possible so you are not waiting in line on election day. Also, if 
you would like to become an Election Inspector and 
participate in the process first-hand, feel free to contact me 
at peggy@byrontownship.org or by phone at (616) 878-6011. 

You can find all voting information along with a link to the 
candidates’ videos on our Election webpage at 
www.byrontownship.org. 

FROM THE TREASURER Jacki Reed 

2020 summer tax bills went in the mail on July 1. Payment is 
due by Monday, September 14, 2020. Need tax information? 
Visit our new website at byrontownship.org. Tax information 
can be found using your name, address or parcel number. 

For your safety and the safety of our staff, due to the current 
Covid-19 situation, we are encouraging taxpayers to not enter 
the building unless necessary. A drop box is located at our 
east entrance for your convenience. We also strongly 
discourage cash payments in an effort to control the spread 
of Covid-19. 

Auto pay is a great option to pay your taxes! Direct 
withdrawal forms are available online or by calling our office. 
Summer taxes will be withdrawn on Tuesday, September 1, 
2020, and winter taxes are withdrawn on either December 
18, 2020 or February 1, 2021 by your choice. 

Summer Tax Deferrals are available if you are 62 or older or 
disabled. Your previous year’s gross income must have been 
$40,000.00 or less. The deferral is also for property classified 
“Agricultural Real Property.” This form defers the payment of 
summer taxes to the winter tax due date without interest. 

All dogs in Kent County are required to be licensed. Licenses 
are available for one year or three years depending on their 
rabies vaccination date. They can be purchased at the 
township office (cash or check only). They are also available 
online at accesskent.com. 

As always, we are happy to answer your questions at any 
time. You can call Jacki or Cheryl at #616-878-3196.  

FROM THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT  
Randy Zomerlei 

Now that projects are fully underway, the Building 
Department is flooded with applications for pools and 
accessory buildings! While we love seeing all the outside 
projects, we do have a few things to have you remember. 
First, it is always important to make sure you have a survey 
for your property, you should have one with your paperwork 
from your mortgage, or the sale of your home. When 
reviewing your survey make sure that there are no easements 
of any types. See the following for easement types and who 
to call: 

mailto:peggy@byrontownship.org
http://www.byrontownship.org/


Drainage: Kent County Drain Commission 
Utility: DTE, Consumers (depending on what utility it is) 
Water/Sewer: Township Engineer 

Other types would be more within your neighborhood and 
handled by your HOA or possibly between you and your 
neighbor, or even at a civil level.  

Secondly, always make sure to recognize the setbacks that 
the Township has put in place for pools and accessory 
buildings. We would hate to have you complete your project 
and then have to redo your hard work for a mere couple of 
feet. We have all of our setback information on our website 
under ordinance information.  

We certainly love seeing our residents and their families 
getting their projects completed for the summer for everyone 
to enjoy. It is extremely important for these simple 
precautions to be taken in order to avoid bigger headaches in 
the future! Enjoy a fun and safe Summer! 

FROM THE ASSESSOR Tim Baker 
Jay, my deputy, and I are honored to work for the people and 
businesses of Byron Township (Twp.). As your Assessor, I am 
responsible for the assessing (appraising) all real and personal 
property. 

I began my professional career as a Real Estate Broker and 
Certified General Appraiser, while later in my career I earned 
the Michigan Master Assessing Officer, which helps give a 
balanced perspective. My professional career spans over 30 
years of real estate market experience as an appraiser of both 
commercial and residential properties.  I am in the process of 
creating on our website a list of land and potential unsplit 
land for sale in the Township (contact me for more 
information). 

I have found over the years that owners typically forget to file 
both Property Transfer Affidavit (PTA) and the Principal 
Residence Exemption (PRE) Affidavit [can save you 18 mill -/+] 
with any change of ownership. I am happy to inform you that 
both PTA and PRE forms are online. You can email me the 
completed forms at tbaker@byrontownship.org. 

Board of Review meetings are July 21, 2020 at 9:00 am and 
December 15, 2020. 

The Byron Twp. Real estate market in the first half of the year 
has increased in both volume of sales (+/-35%) and value (+/-
5.9%). 

FROM RESIDENTIAL RENTAL INSPECTOR  
Matt Schmitt 
Rental Inspections will resume now that the stay-at-home 
order has been lifted. Fire and safety inspections will take 
place for those that have not had their rental inspected. If the 
owner of record does not reside at the property, it is 
considered a rental. 

If you have not paid the application fee and scheduled your 
inspection, please go to our website under Inspection 
Services, Rental Inspections and print off the Rental 
Inspection Application. Once the Township receives the 
application and payment, we will call you to set up the 
inspection. 

FROM THE WATER AND SEWER DEPARTMENT 
Marc Faber 

Irrigation Meters: If you use a large volume of water for the 
purpose of sprinkling your lawn, you may consider a second 
water meter. With a second water meter you will not be 
billed for sanitary sewer usage when you sprinkle your lawn. 
For example, if you sprinkled your lawn over a billing period 
of 3 months using a total of 80,000 gallons, the sanitary 
sewer use charge alone would be approximately $200.00, 
without a second meter. The actual meter and inside 
plumbing inspection will cost $605.00. You can either do the 
plumbing yourself or have a licensed plumber install the 
spacer bar in accordance with the Byron-Gaines Utility 
Authority set drawings.  All forms and drawings are found at: 
www.byrontownship.org, or at Byron Township Offices. 

Non-shut off protocol during the COVID-19 outbreak: The 
Byron Gaines Utility Authority will not be shutting off water 
due to non-payment during these times, however the 
Authority does expect its patrons to pay their water bills 
timely.  As we negotiate through these tough financial times, 
the Township will continue sending notices of delinquency. 
Once we emerge from this COVID-19 event, the standard 
protocol of notification and future shutoffs will occur.  Lastly 
and most importantly, the complete failure to pay the utility 
bill can be placed on the Property Tax bill and considered a 
lien on the property. 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
July: 
13 Township Board 5:30 pm 
20 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
22 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
27 Township Board 5:30 pm 
 
August: 
10 Township Board 5:30 pm 
17 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
24 Township Board 5:30 pm 
26 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
 
September: 
14 Township Board 5:30 pm 
21 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
23 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
28 Township Board 5:30 pm 
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